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tion, and regarded geometric truth only as one of the many conceivable antitypes of analytic relation."
At a later period (1855) Mobius engaged in the study of involutions of higher degree.    Such an involution of the mih degree consists of two groups each of m points : AI, A%, A^ . . . Am; BI, B^, B^ . . . Bm, which form two figures in such a way that to the 1st, 2d, 3d, ... mth points of one group, as points of the first figure, there correspond in succession the 2d, 3d, 4th . . . 1st points of the same group as points of the second figure, with the same determinate relation. Involutions of higher degree had been previously studied by Poncelet (1843).    He started from the theorem given by Sturm (1826), that by the conic sections of the surfaces of the second order & = 0, # = 0, u-\-Xv = 0, there are determined upon a straight line six points, A, A', B> B*', C, C' in involution, i. e., so that in the systems ABCA'B'C' and A'B'C'ABC not only A and A', B and B', C and C', but also A1 and A, B' and B, C9 and C are corresponding point-pairs.   This mutual correspondence of three point-pairs of a line Desargues had already (in 1639) designated by the term "involution."*
Pliicker is the real founder of the modern analytic tendency, and he attained this distinction by "formulating analytically the principle of duality and following out its consequences."f His Analytisch-geometri-sche Untersuchungen appeared in 1828. By this work
* Baltzer.                t Brill, A., Antrittsrede in T&bingtn, 1884.